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False Information 
 
1 Gone are the days of people checking encyclopaedias to find out 

information – now we use the internet to look for and find 
information. 
 
This is especially the case when people are ill or have symptoms 
and want to know more. 
 
This guide will look at the ways in which we search the internet and 
sites to use to find accurate information. 
 

 

2 Open your internet browser and search for “best cures for a cold”. 
 
Once you have pressed enter, you will see a list of websites that 
may have the answer to the question you have searched for. 
 
Google is asked 5.6 billion questions a day, that’s 63,000 a second! 
 
Looking through the list of answers that Google has presented us, 
which websites would you choose? 
 
Are there any that you would avoid? 
 
Where possible when searching for information about your health 
and wellbeing, use trusted services such as the NHS to find the best 
answers. 
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3 There are several different search engines that you could use. The 
most popular ones are Google, Bing, Chrome or Yahoo.  
 
Each search engine has its own pros and cons. Some provide more 
answers, some have a better grasp of the question and some pride 
themselves on not tracking your search or by reinvesting their 
money into green campaigns. 
 
Google often returns the greatest variety of results. 
 
Bing has more extensive autocomplete results. 
 
Yahoo offers search a part of wider range of services including 
news and shopping. 
 

 
   

Question 
 
Which internet browser do you use and why? 
 
 
 

 

5 Technology has allowed news to travel around the world faster 
than ever. In previous decades Global news relied on several major 
newspapers that had the resources to gather information directly 
from the source. Outlets like Reuters or the Associated press that 
aggregate or re-report stories were relatively rare compared to 
today. 
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6 Often when people are searching for stories online, the come 
across fake news. Fake news is presenting untrue information as 
news. This news is then presented as factual. 
 
Misinformation and disinformation are often terms used to 
describe fake news. Misinformation is the spread of false 
information. Disinformation is intentionally manipulative content. 
 

A recent example of fake news was: 
 
Six points if you're caught speeding on the M1 or M25 
A recently debunked a post shared on Facebook which claimed 
drivers would automatically be issued with a fine and six points 
on their licence if they were caught driving faster than 72mph on 
two major British motorways.  
The post, uploaded in early January, stated the new cameras will 
be turned on "tonight". But Highways England, who maintain 
major roads in England, said it was not aware of any changes to 
infrastructure and that the rules remained the same.  
 

7 How can we check that the information we have found is real? 
 
Some platforms have started to provide labels on content they 
have identified as fake news or misinformation, but they don’t 
catch everything. 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

8 Check the source of the information by viewing their social media 
accounts.  
 
A blue tick next to their name means they have been verified by 
that platform. 
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9 Another useful technique if you are unsure of something you are 
reading, is to search for the headline using the exact words from 
the post.  
 
Has it been debunked by more reputable news outlets? 
 
 

 

10 This example is about British Airways planning a new budget 
airline.  
 
Is it a rumour and fake? 
 
 
The Telegraph and Independent are both reputable news outlets 
and are running the story so it is very probable that the rumour is 
true. 
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11 To make sure we can find accurate and truthful information there 
are websites that help you understand fake news, misinformation, 
and disinformation. 
 
Full Fact are a team of independent fact checkers, who find and 
expose online misinformation. 
 
You can search their website to check and see if they have proven 
or challenged a news story at 
www.fullfact.org 
 

 

 
 

 


