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COMMUNIVERSITY AT
STARTING POINT
Informal community learning and skills sharing
funded by the National Lottery Community Fund.

OUR MONTHLY UPDATE
Tutor: Hayley Barclay
We are continuing to deliver sessions online
with lots of different time slots. The increase
in learners is again steady this month, with
people who were resistant to digital sessions
now realising that they will benefit from getting
involved. This month has seen a big shift in
new attendees learning digital skills, maybe
because of tighter Covid 19 restrictions and
also the darker evening. This has resulted in
lots of new friendships forming and
communities connecting. An example of this,
was when two friends who live in different
areas of Stockport recognised each other from
when they were younger. It really was a lovely
moment and reinforces the power of trying new
things through the safe platform of
Communiversity .
The Communiversity numbers are increasing
month by month with partner referrals and of
course word of mouth. Attendees can
participate in many ways such as through live
Zoom demonstrations or sharing what they
have made through text / whattsapp and email
channels.
We are proud to have delivered nearly 600 craft
activities with supporting learning materials so
far during lockdown. This reach has only been
possible through our volunteers and
partnership working.
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Within October, the Crafternoon attendees have embraced Autumn with pumpkin sessions and
seasonal decorations made from natural resources such as pinecones and natural dyes.
The Crafternoon Calendar is filled up to January 2021 with a collaborative

plan based on the

attendees own ideas and interests. This variety is exciting and ensures everyone can try new skills that
perhaps they would not have thought about individually.
The Men Matter programme in conjunction with WEA, is already halfway through the second cohort and
the participants are gaining skills and building friendships along with confidence. An attendee said

“I think every man should go on this programme to build resilience and to gain
confidence it has also helped me to refresh my skills and have time to reflect and
learn I really feel revitalised”
Communiversity Connects through Email / Twitter / Instagram / Facebook & Whatsap. and you can
access previous weeks learning at www.startpoint.org.uk (under the lock down learning tab).
To get involved you can contact : Hayley on Hayley@startpoint.org.uk or the Communiversity number is
07312 124 267. We are always looking to develop new projects if you have any ideas get in touch. We
are looking forward to the launch of many exciting projects throughout Autumn and Winter.

