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I'm not entirely sure of the
purpose of this newsletter or
even if anyone but me will read
it. That said, today has been an
important day and I feel the need
to round it up, so here goes.

I'm always exhausted on a
Thursday evening and struggle
to sleep. It's a good exhausted,
filled with adrenalin but also
with admiration of every person
out there - those helping others,
those just about coping and
those who constantly think of
others before themselves.
But this Thursday is different.
It's exactly a month since we
were told to close the coffee
shop and it feels like something
that needs to be marked.
I've always known what we did
was special. I knew our
community was special. I've
struggled to tell outsiders why,
because it's like nowhere I've
known before. But I now know
that "special" is now far more
than a space. I can't wait for our
place to open again, where we
can meet face to face , but
while people still have the
values that we stand for in their
hearts; I feel that we are still
open.

When we set the Facebok group
up, I didn't know what it would
become. I knew that I'd been a
community organiser for 10
years and I have certain skills
that I could lend. I knew I worked
with some of the best people
imaginable and they would go
with anything I threw at them
(and boy have they grabbed
those ideas with both hands and
run with them). We knew there
was an amazing group of local
people that we already knew that
could help. I never realised that I
would get to know so many new
people, who's kindness takes my
breath away on a daily basis. So
I think that is what I need from
this newsletter. To try and bring
some of that together. To use
this date as a milestone and this
document as a time capsule, to
look back on, and celebrate how
strong we all are when we are
together.
I have pulled quotes and stories
& pictures together. But I can't
even scratch the surface
because the best part of this, is
we don't know most of what
happens now. The connections,
safety nets and friendships that
have been formed.

QUOTES - THIS WOULD BE A
BOOK, NOT A FEW PAGES, IF I
MENTIONED THEM ALL SO
HERE ARE A FEW SNIPPETS OF
CONVERSATIONS FROM THIS
WEEK ALONE.
“You lot are very, very kind. I
was so delighted that my
neighbour could help me in
getting my prescription I think
you are all marvellous “.
“My dad has received his
shopping today all thanks to
you lovely people! His
neighbour saw him and he
said he’s never eaten so
well!!!”
“Anne, Nickie & everyone,
you’re so kind. I’m doing
okay. Carers come in to me
everyday. You’re my friends,
thank you.”
“Please thank the lovely lady
who dropped my medication
off also a big thank you to the
rest of the team for the great
support that you are
providing for our community.”
“Thank you to the lady who
has given me her shoes. I’ve
only got what I‘m wearing.
I’m so grateful x”
“The lovely Hayley sorted me
out with a volunteer
(Caroline) who collected and
delivered my dad's shopping
today. This was a huge relief
for me as I couldn't get him a
delivery slot till 5th May!! He
is shielding and I live in
Scotland so it's a huge worry
making sure he's provided
for. You guys are amazing.
Thank you all x”

“I’ve changed a duvet in the
front garden this morning. I’m
sure I only signed up for
shopping haha.”
“We know how much comfort
animals can bring, especially
in tough times in our lives. To
lose one who has been there
right now is really hard. To go
on to selflessly donate food
and a scratch tower to
someone who needs it, just
shows how magic our
community is.”
Mabel Facetimed her family
in Australia for the first time
ever this week. Changing
lives ❤“
"I was given this food parcel
from the government, but
there are people that need it
more than me, so I want you
to have it."
"You and your voluneers are
amazing. Thank you for all
you're doing for the
community."
"You've got her thinking and
out of her bedroom and off
her phone, so thank you xx"
“I was desperate for fresh
fruit ( strawberries ) and you
sorted it that same day!”
"This doesn't feel like charity,
it feels like friendships."

SOME OF THE STUFF WE HAVE
DONE TOGETHER
We set up our phoneline 07312
124 267 fourty one days ago and
have taken calls every single day
since then.

We flyered 6000 homes in
two afternoons! And we are
planning another round of
flyering in a weeks time so
need people to help if
possible.

We've offered a
sraighforward way for people
to stay connected if they want
to. It feels good to give, and
that helps our wellbeing.
We've created a Sunday
Morning Playlist & will continue
to do so. You can find them on
You Tube by searching for
Woodley & Bredbury COVID-19

We can't even tell you how
much shopping we have
done, together, for people.
This is because it just
happens now. Friendships
have been formed from
neighbours matched together
& we hope this will continue
when the better days return.

We have trialed, and tweaked
Doorstep Depot. Thank you
to Kath, Teri, Denise &
Gavin for helping us with this
and allowing us to trial what
works.
Every Thursday we set up
"shop" to give food to those
who need it the most in our
community.

We also have 6 people on a
rapid response team.
Because of this, we know
that if a call comes in and
someone needs help straight
away, we can probably do
that.

We have set up a second
home in Morrisons. Who's
amazing staff have helped up
to support 67 people with
emergency food parcels.

So far we have matched 133
shielded people with
neighbours who can help.
Collectively we have queued
for prescriptions A LOT.
The Easter Bunny, and
friends, gave out nearly 60
eggs.
We have created a "Today in
Numbers" every day which.
has developed into the daily
sunflower, that continues to
grow.
We've created a video about
what we do.
We've been awarded a
certificate from Northwest
Tonight.

Allied Bakeries have given us
150 loaves of bread.
Taylors Chip Shop have
given us huge amounts of
cheese, potatoes and love.
Go Thai have wowed us with
kindness, offering surplus
stock but also going out
buying toiletries & other food
items.
We have gained comfort in
your words and posts. Taken
inspirations from activities
that we can do with our kids
and been in awe of cakes,
cooking and astroturf.
We have committed to being
here for as long at it takes to
get us all through this together!
THANK YOU XXX

WHAT'S NEXT?

There are loads of what next for
me....

On the point of wellbeing, I have
loved the Friday afternoon catch
ups on zoom. Seeing people's
faces fills me with joy. I would
strongly recommend anyone
who would like to input into what
we are doing to join. It's a lovely
place to be.

I know there are people who are
worried about how much I am
giving to this, but I can honetsly
say I am fine. Good fine. The
occasional sleepless night
doesn't hurt me and I also know,
as a team, we are well.

We will continue to manage the
phone line every day and
support people when they need
us. Through the shear hardwork
of Hayley & James; the process
is so much eaiser now that it was
4 weeks ago.

Balance is returning to my life
and next week I'm attempting to
do proper homeschooling with
Oliver.

Because of that, we can start to
look at what we did before.

Well this has taken me longer
than I expected to write. My
sleep deprived nighttime has
turned into Friday morning & the
birds are starting to stir.

Beyond that, I have made sure
our little team have quality time
off each week, and in turn I hope
they are helping you with your
own wellbeing.
Weeks ago someone told me
that this is a marathon not a
sprint. It was an eye rolling
moment for me. I was caught up
in the urgency of it all. We were
passionate enough and small
enough to move fast and not get
caught up in red tape and the
idea of slowing down, frustrated
me. I was infuriated by those
who weren't responding. Some
large charities still haven't, and I
hope at the end of all of this we
realise, that we don't need to be
huge, have logos, be corporate;
to be brilliant. We started off
staying 'walking distance from
the precinct". Our community
was defined and I think it's
working.
But it is time to think about the
long haul. Look after ourselves,
as much as one another. And
again, I know together we can do
that.

The Starting Point team have
started our training sessions
again, but this time they are
online. Ryan is running 5 free
computer classes each week
and can help people with
devices and wifi too. Contact him
on 07537 127 095.
Hayley has started her
community skills sharing
sessions again and you can
contact her through the COVID19 line 07312 124 267.
James and I are back working
with food as a social movement.
Supporting those with
emergency food, trying out new
recipes especially ones aimed at
families to try together with
limited ingredients. The best way
to contact me is through
Facebook messenger because
my phone is always flat.
Finally, we want to contnue with
doorstep depot, sunday morning
playlists, sharing what we are up
to and thinking about how we
keep this joy in "life after
lockdown".

