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Better Photos on iPad/iPhone 

The information in this guide has been extracted from the following website. 
http://iphonephotographyschool.com/category/tutorials/iphone-camera/1.  

Check the website out for more ideas. 

No Focal Point 

It seems simple, but if your photo doesn’t contain a point of interest it will most likely fail to 

grab the attention of your audience. Think of a subject as a resting place for your eyes – 

somewhere that your gaze can easily fall. 

Here’s an example of a photo that doesn’t have a main focal point. Because all the stones are 

similar in colour and form, your eye isn’t able to pick out a main subject. By including a 

different coloured rock (or brick in this case), there is now a strong focal point which catches 

the eye and makes a more interesting photo. 

Use this website link to look at other suggestions 

http://iphonephotographyschool.com/focal-point// 

              

 

Key features of taking photos 

1 Open your camera App on your device  

 

 

2 Photo should be selected on the right. Take a 
photo of the stones on their own. Now add 
another object and take the photo again.  

Did you know you can use the volume button to 
take your photo too. 

 

 

3 Open your photos and compare the 2 images. Which is the better photo. 

http://iphonephotographyschool.com/category/tutorials/iphone-camera/1
http://iphonephotographyschool.com/focal-point/
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Subject Not in Focus 

When you’ve worked out what your main subject is, it’s vital to ensure that object appears in 

sharp focus. You can let your camera use autofocus or you can control the focus, manually. 

The native iPhone camera app makes focusing simple. 

Below you can see two examples showing how the focus can be set on different parts of the 

scene.  

In the photo on the left the background is in focus and the 

main flower in the foreground is out of focus. By tapping 

on the main flower, the camera now focuses on that area 

of the photo as shown below. 

 

 website link to see more examples http://iphonephotographyschool.com/focus-tips/ 

 

4 Open your camera app and take a photo of the 
flower arrangement. View your photo. Now aim 
your iPad at the arrangement select a flower 
you want to focus on and tap the screen a 
yellow box will highlight the selected item take 
your photo. If you hold on the flower it will lock 
in the focus and exposure showing the AE/AF 
LOCK sign. 

 

5 Open your photo album and compare the 2  

 

 

 

  

http://iphonephotographyschool.com/focus-tips/
http://iphonephotographyschool.com/focus-tips/
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5 You can change the exposure before you take 

your picture. Open your camera App take a 

photo with out adjusting the exposure.  

Now focus on the same subject and Tap on the 

image for the yellow box to be displayed. Slide 

the sun image up and down to change the 

exposure. Image will go lighter & darker, take 

photo. 

Open your photos and compare the 2. 

 

HDR, which stands for High Dynamic Range, is another great photography tool that’s built 
into the camera of your iPad / iPhone. 

HDR photography with the iPhone combines three different exposures of the same photo to 

create one properly exposed image. Left image HDR is turned off right image HDR is turned 

on 

                     
 
 

6 Open your camera App take a photo with 

HDR turned off, now turn HDR on and take 

the same picture. Compare the photos. 

Note HDR photos do use more memory on 

your device. 

 

 

 
Website address to see more examples http://iphonephotographyschool.com/hdr/ 

 
  

http://iphonephotographyschool.com/hdr/
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Other terminology that you may encounter with your iPad/ iPhone. 

Time lapse videos allow you to show a long process occurring in just a few seconds. 
You’ve almost certainly seen examples of time lapse videos on television. A classic 
example is a time-lapse video of a flower bud appearing to open over the course of 4 
or 5 seconds. 
 
 
Slo-mo, short for slow motion, slows down your videos. This is a fun effect, and is 
especially effective when recording very fast action that is hard to see. A 
hummingbird in flight, a child bouncing up and down, or a gymnastics routine are all 
fun to watch in slo-mo. 
 
When you tap on pano, you’ll see a right-facing arrow. If you’d prefer to take your 
photos by moving from right to left, tap on the arrow and it will flip around. 
Tap the white button on the bottom of your screen, and very slowly move your 
camera in your chosen direction.  Keep the camera as steady as possible. When 
you’re done, tap the white button again. 
 

 
 
Burst mode allows you to capture multiple shots as your subject moves. Just keep 
your finger pressing down on the shutter button. Once you’ve taken a burst of 
photos, you can select the best shots from the action sequence 

 

http://iphonephotographyschool.com/ios-8-time-lapse/

